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BE | T REMEMBERED t hat the above-entitled and
nunbered matter canme on regularly to be heard before the
Arizona Power Plant and Transmi ssion Line Siting Commttee,
comrencing at 2:00 p.m, on Cctober 9, 2026, with all
participants attendi ng via videoconference.

BEFORE: Adam St af ford, Chairman

APPEARANCES:

For the Applicant:
Bert Acken, Esq.
ACKEN LAW
111 East Dunl ap Avenue, Suite 1-172

Phoeni x, Arizona 85020
bert @ckenl aw. com

Al so present:
Rai na Johnson, Sout hwestern Power G oup
Jack Ford, Sout hwestern Power G oup

Gabriella dener, KP Environnental, Inc.
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CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: Let's go on the record. Now
is the time set for the prefiling conference for Steele
Energy Center.

Let's start with appearances, M. Acken.

MR. ACKEN. Good afternoon, M. Chairman.

Bert Acken on behalf of the applicant Steele Energy Center,
LLC. Wth ne is Rain Johnson and Jack Ford of the
applicant, and hopping on as | speak is Gabi d ener of KPE

CHAl RVAN STAFFORD: Has there been much public
interest in this case so far, or do you expect any
I ntervenors?

MR. ACKEN: Not anticipating intervenors. This
team has done nultiple rounds of public outreach, open
houses, and there's been some interest fromthe | ocal
community, but this is areally renote |ocation, and |
think there's maybe 15 residences within two mles of the
project location. So it hasn't drawn the kind of interest
that would |l ead to opposition or intervention.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: Now, you have three prefiling
exhi bits, correct?

MR. ACKEN. That's correct. Wuld you like ne to
go through thenf?

CHAl RVAN STAFFORD:  Yes, pl ease.

MR. ACKEN. The first one is the project overview

map and it al so shows our sign |ocations. So that's PFC 1.
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PFC 2 is the Word version of the draft Notice of
Hear i ng.

Then PFC 3 is what woul d be the bl ack-and-white
map to acconpany the Notice of Hearing.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Those are adm tted.

(PFC Exhibits 1 through 3 were admtted.)

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: For publications for the
Noti ce of Hearing, where and when are you publishing those?

MR. ACKEN. We're going to publish in the
Casa Grande Dispatch and The Arizona Republic. Casa G ande
Di spatch publishes, | think, three days a week. So in
order to neet our twice in ten days we need to publish in
bot h.

|deally, if we could have the Notice of Hearing
in the final version back by Friday the 16th, that would be
great. The last day we could have a Notice of Hearing and
to make our tinmeframe woul d be the 19th.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: Ckay. And then you' ve got
the Word version to us already. So you're doing two signs?

MR. ACKEN:. Yes, that's the proposal, two signs
on the one road in. This site, on three sides it's
surrounded by state land and it's got the CAP and the
canal. So the only access to it is fromthe west. And so
that's why we propose two signs there.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: Ckay. And then you have a

5
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proj ect website, |I'm assum ng, correct?

MR. ACKEN:. That's right. [It's up and running.
St eel e. ener gy.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Ckay. And for social nedia
outreach, what's the plan for that after the hearing?

MR ACKEN:. W'|l| use Google advertisenents, as
we have done for the open houses, which does a great job of
outreach. So four ZIP codes for the Google advertisenents.
We'll also mail notices to | andowners/residents within
about two mles of the site.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Ckay. And then for the
public locations for the application and the transcripts,
that's going to be -- there's two public libraries you're
going to put those at?

MR. ACKEN. Correct. Coolidge library about 11
mles fromthe project and the Eloy library -- Eloy
Santa Cruz about 14 mles. Those are the two cl osest.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: Ckay. And then what are the
af fected jurisdictions?

MR. ACKEN. So the only affected jurisdiction is
Pinal County. There is state |and adjacent and city of
Cool i dge muni ci pal boundary is adjacent, but this project
sits exclusively on Pinal County.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: This project is a gas plant,

correct?

6
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MR. ACKEN:. Correct. This is a conbined cycle
gas plant approxinmately 1400 negawatts, net nanepl ate of
about 1420, but approximately 1400 conbi ned cycl e.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: And there's no transm ssion
line associated with this project?

MR. ACKEN:. Correct, no jurisdictional
transmssion line. It is adjacent to a transm ssion
corridor that includes a TEP line, the permtted R oSol
line, and also the SunZia |line, although of course it can't
connect to SunZia, given the nature of that one.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: And then we're going to do
the hearing at the Radisson in Casa Grande; is that the
pl an?

MR, ACKEN. We are.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Ckay. It looks like we've
got it set starting on Novenmber 30th and goi ng through
Decenber 4th, correct?

MR. ACKEN:. That's correct.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: And we're starting at 10 a. m
on that Monday, correct?

MR. ACKEN. That's what | put in the Notice of
Hearing. | think that nmakes sense for people from Phoenix
to get down by 10 and get started. Obviously, if you fee
differently, let us know, but we'd like to get started and

t ake advantage of that day if we can.
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CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: | agree. And so you'll have
roons for the nenbers, including nyself and the court
reporter?

MR. ACKEN: Yes, we will.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: And then we woul d be able to
check in that Sunday night before the hearing starts,
correct?

MR. ACKEN:. That's correct.

CHAl RVAN STAFFORD: (Okay. Because nenbers tend
to travel the day before. So there's no point in starting
at 1 if they're already there. W could start at 10.
Since it's a conbined cycle gas plant | assune it wll take
the whol e five days.

MR. ACKEN:. Yes. W're anticipating -- there's
alot to talk about.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: For a tour, let's plan on
having a plan for the tour by the tinme of the prehearing
conference. |If we do the tour we'll do it that Tuesday
norning. How far is the venue fromthe site?

MR, ACKEN: Thirty mnutes. So a tour is quite
doable. It's going to be a one-stop tour, right, but it
can be done. So you drive a half an hour, spend sone tine
at the site, |ook around, and then drive back.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: It shoul d be cool er by then.

MR, ACKEN:. Let's hope so.

8
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CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: Ckay. And then it |ooks Iike
we' re doing the prehearing conference on Novenber 24th at
11 aam There's no litigation or disputes pending for this
proj ect ?

MR. ACKEN: Correct.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: And the anticipated file date
for the application is what, October 16th?

MR. ACKEN:. W're looking to file on the 15th.

So next Thursday.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: And you'll want the Notice of
Hearing ready to be published by the 16th -- or the 19th,
you sai d?

MR. ACKEN:. The 16th ideally, 19th is the -- have
to have it in order to nmake our w ndow.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Ckay. |'ll do the procedural
order. You'll have a draft CEC for nme by the time of the
preheari ng conference. The public comment, we'll do that
on the first day at 5:30, standard practice. Are you
anticipating nuch public comment?

MR. ACKEN:. No, Your Honor, we are not.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Are there any public
of ficials who are planni ng on maki ng public comment?

MR. ACKEN. Not at this time. The project is
going to be going through the county entitl enment process

concurrently. So | wouldn't expect soneone fromthe county

9
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to speak because it wll be in front of them as well.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: Ckay. So pending pernmits are
going to be -- there's going to be an air permt, | assune,
from Pi nal County?

MR. ACKEN. That's correct, and that nay have
been or may be filed today.

Jack, can you speak to that just briefly if it's
been fil ed?

MR. FORD: Not yet, but it will be filed today.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Wuld the air permt
application acconpany the certificate application?

MR, ACKEN. It wll.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: Ckay, good. And then you
said there's another county entitlenment. 1Is it a use

permt? Wat is it, a special use permt?

MR. ACKEN. |I'mgoing to turn that over to Rain
to tal k about the county entitlenent process. Again, |I'm
not handling that. | should know that by now,

Rain, if you could just speak at a higher |evel
to what you're going to be obtaining in the tinme frane.

M5. JOHNSON: Yeah. So if everyone can hear ne,
we are going to be rezoning the parcel. W already had a
pre-app filing in early August. W had the pre-app neeting
| ate August. We plan on filing the application early

Novenber. Fromthere we wll have a county pl anni ng and
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staff review, a comment resol ution period, and then we'l]l
have, hopefully, a planning and zoni ng conm ssi on neeti ng,
and then board of supervisors will be after that.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Ckay. Thank you. Now, for
the hearing itself we assume we will have Peaks Audio
attendi ng to our audiovi sual needs?

MR. ACKEN:. That's correct.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: Ckay. W'll do the tablets
for the exhibits for the nenbers?

MR, ACKEN. We will.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Ckay. Since this is a plant,
|'massuning the filing fee is $10, 000?

MR. ACKEN: Yes, and we've coordinated -- we've
actually already paid it and received the confirmation from
t he ACC.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: All right. The Conmi ssion is
obligated by statute to pay the cost of reporting and
transcri bi ng any application hearing as well as the actual
and necessary expenses incurred by the nmenbers in
connection with the participation of said hearing fromthe
filing fee. The cost and fees exceeding the anmount of the
applicant's fee may, with the applicant's consent, be
incurred by the coomittee and charged to the applicant.

Does the applicant consent to pay the Conm ssion

those costs in excess of the filing fee?
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MR. ACKEN. It does.

CHAI RMAN STAFFORD: I n your case it won't conme up
until |ater probably because usually it's a $1,000 fee for
these transm ssion lines, and those will only cover one day
of heari ng.

All right. W'IlIl do the standard turnaround tinme
for three days on the transcripts.

Are there any other issues we need to cover
t oday?

MR, ACKEN. No. | guess naybe I'Il just note as
far as other permts, there may be a federal action or two
associated with off-site access for canal crossings. |
know that's sonething you |ike to know about, but there's
no NEPA docunentation at this tinme. That woul d probably be
handl ed through their CATEX, just so you know about ot her
aut hori zati ons.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: Wel |, have sone w tness
prepared to address that because |'msure we'll get
guestions fromthe nenbers.

Are you all set there, Janet?

(Clarification by reporter.)

CHAl RVAN STAFFORD: W th that we are adj ourned.

(The proceedi ngs adjourned at 2:12 p.m)
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STATE OF ARI ZONA )
)
COUNTY OF MARI COPA )

BE I T KNOMN that | took the foregoing
proceedi ngs; that said transcript is a full, true, and
accurate record of the proceedings; that the proceedi ngs
were taken down by nme in shorthand and thereafter reduced
to print under ny direction; and that | have acted in
conpliance with ACJA 7-206.

| CERTIFY that | amin no way related to any of

the parties hereto nor aml in any way interested in the
out cone her eof.

Dated this 12th day of October, 2026.

/;AZ%ZZf,/Qééagég

Janet Hauck, RPR
Certified Reporter
Arizona CR No. 50522

| CERTIFY that GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC,
has conplied with the ethical obligations set forth in ACIA
7- 206.

s s

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC
Regi stered Reporting Firm
Arizona RRF No. R1035
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